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[bookmark: _GoBack]Giardina describes strong voices that passionately talks of the pain they went through during the coal mining season in Kentucky and West Virginia in the 20th century. The residents living on the hills of  Appalachia woke up one morning and saw their beloved land stolen by the coal mining company. They have no option left but forced to work in the mines and even paid very poorly. The little they got as salary could only pay off their debts at the company’s store. The families back at home starved and  some died of malaria and dysentery. Giardina tells the reader of the shacks that were cold dust covered and the unending suffering of parents as children died of malnutrition.  
After numerous years of inhuman and dangerous conditions at the mines, all the miners organized a labor union to demand for their rights. It was in the year 1921 that over 10,000 coal mining workers who were tired of the daily frustrations staged demonstrations across the towns. Their efforts were met by the enforcers who were part of the coal company employees. The coal mining companies together with the then corrupt federal government closed in resulting in the killing of hundreds of the miners. The mastermind of the demonstration was also killed in the process. The oppressive tactic was the order of the day as there were forceful evictions and even murders to scare other miners. 
Each character in the story delivers his/her own powerful and moving account of events. For instance, Rondal Lloyd struggled all through his life, and he sometimes had to leave school and help his father in the mines so as to pay the debts they owed to the company store. This was a common thing back in the times: it was not viewed as child labor. He struggled the best he could to educate himself and even went ahead to help some of his fellow miners in organizing for a miner’s union that was to demand safe labor and fair wages too. He knew very well that the outsiders (coal mining companies) could not be of benefit to them and they wouldn't trust them. He says that if in case he goes then he will be gone for years and the time he will come back then things won't be the same. He continues by saying that folks will treat him differently and the miners will make sure they bring a union (Giardina 71). 
Some of the landowners the likes of  C.J. Marcum's grandfather were against giving away their land to the coal mining companies. They fought to the very end, and when diplomacy failed, he had to be killed. Later on, Sheriffs said that the C. J.'s grandfather gave out his land and even signed before he died but C.J says that those were lies because he knew his grandfather as literate and if there was such an agreement then he could have signed his name. Many other families in the neighborhood are forced to flee their homes. C.J felt a huge blow for the loss of grandfather and the illegal taking of the land by the coal companies. He vowed that one day, he would get the land back. C.J had built his entire life struggling to take back what belonged to his family, but the coal companies ended up killing him just like his grandfather.  
Carrie Bishop spent most of her time on her family farm in Kentucky during her childhood and youthful days. Her identity was built around her experiences from the farm and those that she interacted with.  However, her identity changed the time she met Rondal Lloyd and joined the fight against the coal mining companies. A time when Carrie was married and even forced to stay at the coal company’s houses, she felt so annoyed and bored to the core. She says that all she had to do was to cook, wipe the coal dust and then worry about how would find money (Page 165). Her identity had completely changed, she became one of the active women who did whatever it took to help the union to demand the rights and fight against the injustices.    
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